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SUBJECT: NORTON SIMON NATARAJA 

REF: STATE 164061 

1. WE ADVISED BARUA, DEPUTY SECRETARY, AMERICAN DIVISION, MEA, OF 
PARA 1 REFTEL. HE RESPONDED THAT MEA HAD RECENTLY HELD JOINT 
MEETING ABOUT THE NATARAJA WITH ERIC CONSALVES FROM THE INDIAN 
EMBASSY WASHINGTON AND REPRESENTATIVES FROM OTHER MINISTRIES 
AND TAMIL NADU POLICE. THE GOI STILL WISHES TO PURSUE NEGOTIATIONS 
WITH SIMON AND SEES THE THREAT OF LEGAL ACTION IN THE US AS 

A USEFUL METHOD OF APPLYING PRESSURE ON HIM. THE MOST RECENT 
SIMON OFFER, ACCORDING TO THIS MEA OFFICER, WAS TO RETURN 
NATARAJA IN EXCHANGE FOR CLEAR TITLE TO AT LEAST TWO OTHER INDIAN 
ART WORKS IN HIS POSSESSION. THE GOI IS TRYING TO FIND OUT 
WHAT ELSE SIMON HAS THESE ARE. 

2. MEA UNDERSTANDS THAT SIMON MENTIONED AT ONE POINT THAT HE 
PLANNED TO SEND THE NATARAJA TO THE UK ABOUT NOW. IT BELIEVES 
THAT THE DEPARTMENT OF STATE ALSO KNOWS ABOUT THIS IDEA. 

MEA IS SEEKING CONFIRMATION FROM ITS MISSION IN LONDON THAT 
THE STATUE IS THERE. IN THE MEANTIME, IT WONDERS WHETHER, IF 
SIMON HAS TAKEN THE STATUE OUT, THE US CUSTOMS CAN SEIZE IT 

ON ITS RETURN. WE EXPRESSED SURPRISE THAT SIMON WOULD RISK LEGAL 
INVOLVEMENT IN YET ANOTHER COUNTRY, BUT WE PROMISED TO TRANSMIT 
THE MINISTRY'S QUERY. 
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